
RE vocabulary for Castlefields Primary School (This list is not a definitive list) 

 Christianity Hinduism Judaism Sikhism 

Key beliefs One God, Holy trinity, 
Jesus 

Brahman, Trimurti -
Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva 

One God One God -Ek Ongkar 
God is a spiritual power 
not a person 

Sacred texts The Bible, New testament, 
Old testament, parables, 
psalms, hymns  

Bhagavad Gita Torah Guru Granth Sahib 

Places of worship Church, Cathedral, Abbey, 
vicar, priest, alter, lectern, 
stained glass windows 

Mandir, home shrine, 
Merti, deity, Puja/worship, 
Pandit a priest 

Synagogue, 
Mezuzah/Prayer box, 
Rabbi 

Gurdwara 
Golden Temple in Amritsar 

Festivals/Celebrations Harvest Festival, 
Christmas, Easter, Advent, 
Lent, Christingle 

Diwali, Holi Passover, Purium, Sukot, 
Hannukah, Yom Kippur 

Divali, Vaisakhi or 
Baisakhi 

Significant figures The Pope, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Mary 
Magdalene, St Peter, St 
Paul Elizabeth Fry, 
Florence Nightingale, 
Mother Teresa, Desmond 
Tutu 

Rama, Sita, Krishna 
Gandhi 

Moses, Abraham, David, 
Adam and Eve, Noah, 
Anne Frank, 

Guru Nanak, Guru Gobind 
Singh 

Clothes • clerical collar, vestment, 
cassock (long black coat) 

• surplice 

 

Sari, salwar kameez Kippa 5 K’s -Kesh uncut hair, 
Kara bracelet, Kirpin 
dagger, Kaccha shorts, 
Kangha comb 
Turban  

Other key vocabulary Cross, rosary beads, 
Crucifixion, Last supper, 
Gospel, disciple, 
resurrection, Amen, 
christening, baptism, 
ascension,  
Nativity, Messiah  

River Ganges 
Karma, Dharma, Aum, 
Samsara/reincarnation 
Sanskrit, Ganesh good 
luck symbol elephant god 
Pilgrimage 

Holocaust, Kosher food, 
Shabbat meal, Bar 
mitzvah, Menorah, 
Jerusalem, Western Wall, 
Star of David Orthodox, 
Hebrew 

Langer meal 
Nishan Sahib flag 
Khanda symbol 


